DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. 0. BOX 60267
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

Operati ons Division
Regul at ory Branch

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY GENERAL PERM T
Aut hori zation No.: (General Perm t)NOD 25
Effective Date: January 26, 1983

Expiration Date: Decenmber 31, 2007

Under aut horization granted by applicable sections of
Parts 320 through 330 of Title 33, Code of Federa
Regul ations, and del egated authority fromthe Commander, U. S.
Arny Corps of Engineers, the District Engineer at new Ol eans
has determned that it is in the public interest to issue a
general permt for the U S Fish and Wldlife Service (FW5) to
conduct the following on federal wildlife refuges in Louisiana
within the boundaries of the New Orl eans District (NOD):

a. Performwork and install structures in or affecting
navi gabl e waters of the United States pursuant to Section 10
of the Rivers and Harbors Act of March 3, 1899 (33 USC 403).

b. Deposit dredged and/or fill material into waters of
the United States pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act (33 USC 1344).

This general permt does not authorize dams in navigable
waters of the United States pursuant to Section 9 of the
Ri vers and Harbors Act of March 3, 1899 (33 USC 401) or
transportation of dredged material for ocean disposal pursuant
to Section 103 of the Marine Protection, Research and
Sanctuaries Act (33 USC 1413).

This general permt authorizes U.S. Fish and Wldlife
Service (FW5) to performwork on federal refuges and
managenent areas and on property adjacent to and no greater
than 1,000 feet fromthe boundary of a federal wildlife refuge
that is intended to benefit, through preservation or
enhancenment, the refuge (i.e., bank stabilization activities



to preserve refuge habitat).

This general permt is applicable in the follow ng
federal refuges owned and/ or managed by FWS:

a. Sabine National WIdlife Refuge (portion wi thin NOD)
b. Lacassine National WIdlife Refuge.

c. Shell Keys National WIldlife Refuge.

d. Delta National WIldlife Refuge.

e. Breton National WIdlife Refuge and W I derness Area.
f. Atchafalaya National WIldlife Refuge.

g. Bayou Sauvage Urban National WIdlife Refuge.

h. Caneron Prairie National WIdlife Refuge.

i. Mandalay National WIldlife Refuge.

j. Grand Cote National WIldlife Refuge.

k. Caneron Prairie National WIdlife Refuge

|. Bayou Teche National WIdlife Refuge

m Cat Island National WIldlife Refuge

The | ocations of the last three (new) refuges are shown on the
attached maps.

| f additional federal refuges are established w thin NOD
they will be included in this general permt.

In addition to applicable conditions of our standard
permt (ENG Form 1721), this general permt is subject to the
addi tional conditions listed below. A copy of ENG Form 1721
is attached.

a. This general permt may be suspended, nodified or
revoked by the District Engineer any tine such actions are
found to be in the public interest.

b. The District Engineer reserves the right to w thhold
approval of specific activities or projects and require
i ndi vidual permt applications.



c. To performwork or install structures under authority
of this general permt, FWS nust:

(1) Provide sufficient information to the District
Engi neer to establish the | ocation, nature, and extent of the
proposed activity.

(2) Forward this information with a cover letter
signed by the Refuge Manager, Acting Refuge Manager, or other
person authorized in witing by the Refuge Manger to initiate
activities under the general permt.

(3) Not begin work prior to receiving witten notice
fromthis district that the work may proceed. This notice,
dependi ng upon | ocation and nature of proposed activities,
will normally be provided within 2 to 10 worki ng days.

d. Prior to approval of any new i npoundnent, water
control structure, |evee, or other water nmanagenent device
under this general permt, the |location, design and operation
of the structure shall be coordinated with the National Marine
Fi sheries Service (NMFS), the Environnmental Protection Agency
(EPA), and the Louisiana Departnment of Wldlife and Fisheries
(WLF) to optim ze beneficial inpacts on fish and wildlife
resources. Such coordination shall not be required for
mai nt enance of existing water control structures, |evees, or
other facilities. By the termcoordinate in this context, FWS
will send plats of the proposed work to NMFS, EPA, and WF,
with a letter explaining the proposed project and purpose.

The letter will grant the agencies a m nimum of 7 cal endar
days to submt requests, with justification, for nodification.
FWs will carefully consider the federal agencies' comrents
and incorporate changes in the project, if appropriate. FWS

will then submt the project with plats to the New Ol eans
District for approval under the general permt. The submttal
wi Il include copies of the federal agencies' comments, if any,
and will explain the reasons why particul ar nodification
requests by the federal review ng agencies were not
incorporated into the project. The NOD will carefully review

t he proposal and the comments by the federal commenting
agencies prior to taking action under (General Permt)NOD 25.
The installation of any new i npoundnment, water control
structure, |evee, or other water managenent device in tidally
i nfluenced wetlands will not be authorized under this general
permt.

e. Culverts shall be installed through road fills at
| east every 500 feet and at all water courses crossed by the
fills.



f. FWS shall contact the owners of pipelines crossing
refuges prior t perform ng work or installing structures in
the immediate vicinity of the pipelines.

g. |Issuance of this general permt does not relieve FW5
from having to obtain any other required permts, |licenses, or
approvals. This includes, but is not limted to a coastal use
permt or waiver (if required) signed by the Secretary of the
Loui si ana Departnent of Natural Resources or his designee.

h. If cultural resources are discovered during
operations authorized by this general permt, work shall be
suspended and notification given to the State Historic
Preservation O ficer. Wrk my not be resuned unti
sati sfactory arrangenents are nade
for the protection, preservation, collection and/or catal ogi ng
of these resources.

i. Work may not be performed under authority of this
permt:

(1) In navigation channels constructed or maintained
with federal funds.

(2) Wthin 1,000 feet of a nmainline flood protection
or hurricane protection |evee.

(3) Which is likely to adversely affect federally
listed threatened or endangered species, or a species proposed
for such designation, or that is likely to destroy or
adversely nmodify the critical habitat of such species.

j. |f adverse inpacts on wetlands would occur from
proposed project activities, a mtigation plan which provides
full conmpensation for those unavoi dabl e project inmpacts nust
be included with the permt application.

k. To conply with the water quality certification issued
for (General Permt)NOD-25 by the Louisiana Departnment of
Environmental Quality, the follow ng conditions nust be net:

(1) Best managenent practices (BMP) shall be utilized
during construction to mnim ze erosion,

(2) Exposed soils will be stabilized by the use of
BMPs (such as reseeding and revegetating the exposed area),
and

(3) Fill material nust be free of contam nants.



|. The pernittee understands and agrees that, if future
operations by the United States require the renoval,
rel ocation, or other alteration, of the structure or work
herein authorized, or if, in the opinion of the Secretary of
the Arnmy or his authorized representative, said structure or
wor k shall cause unreasonabl e obstruction to the free
navi gati on of the navigable waters, the permttee will be
requi red, upon due notice fromthe Corps of Engineers, to
renove, relocate, or alter the structural work or obstructions
caused thereby, w thout expense to the United States. No
claimshall be made against the United States on account of
any such renoval or alteration.



